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EGLE Statement: Finding of deficiencies

Today the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE) announced the results of a joint inspection in September of the Benton Harbor Water Treatment Plant that
found numerous deficiencies.

The shortcomings were identified in an order issued today by the EPA.

The deficiencies are part of a legacy of decades of disinvestment in the city’s century-old water system, amplified by the
myriad challenges of an environmental justice community with shrinking population served by a water system designed
for twice the customers and twice the rate base.

There are no fines associated with this action.

“This is not intended as a punitive exercise, but rather a transparent way of identifying the pressing needs of the Benton
Harbor community so that federal, state, local and community partners can work together to prioritize them as we
continue our work to ensure all Benton Harbor residents have access to safe drinking water,” said Lies] Clark, EGLE
director. “EGLE will continue to work to assist residents with both the system problems evident at the facility, and, more
pressingly, the current lead issue that is, appropriately, the immediate focus of our resources.”

Michigan EGLE is committed to continuing to assist the city and partners in sourcing solutions and funding to ensure
Benton Harbor residents are served by a high-quality drinking water system.
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